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THE PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

Recently the Friends have started to use eBay again 

to sell some of our ―special books‖ that have been 

donated to the Book Nook.  Queenie has done a fine 

job of separating the unique from the plain so that 

we have many exciting books to place on eBay.  

Before I get involved in describing how we are 

using eBay, I want to relate a story. 

While I was a youngster (many a decade ago), each 

week my father took the entire family to a local 

auction down the road.  This auction would sell 

whatever happened to come in for the week--food, 

toys, or tools. (Undoubtedly many of you remember 

these local auctions where, if you were lucky, you 

sat on a folding chair or the alternative, a hardwood 

plank.) I remember my local auction as an exciting 

adventure where I had the opportunity to ―win‖ 

something at a bargain price.  Of course, as a child, 

I was most interested in ―winning‖ as many toys as 

possible and not much else. 

Because of the value I placed on obtaining toys as 

possessions, my father felt that I should change my 

value system, a project he enthusiastically worked 

on.  

Our annual holiday luncheon was held on the first 

Thursday on December and as much as Queenie and I 

worried about people not attending as it was the first 

Thursday after Thanksgiving, we had almost 100 

Friends -- a record!  The Watertown Golf Club was 

decked to the halls for the holiday and helpful little 

http://www.watertownlibrary.org/friendsMain/WLAfriends.htm
http://www.ebay.com/
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One week, my father ―won‖ three cases of canned 

peas and carrots.   Even back then, my father 

thought the cost of groceries was too high; that is 

the reason he was overjoyed at ―winning‖ over 

sixty cans of peas and carrots.   Let me tell you that 

being an average kid, vegetables were not high on 

my list of favorite foods, particularly a dish of 

green peas and orange carrots day after day for two 

months.  Whoever thought of the hideous 

combination of peas and carrots?  (You will not be 

surprised to learn that I have never eaten the peas 

and carrots combination once the two months 

passed.) 

Why this story?  Even though I abhorred the peas 

and carrots, I have always loved auctions.  The 

fascination of  ―winning‖ something by being the 

highest bidder just seems to take over one‘s 

rational self at times. (I can even understand my 

father‘s enthusiastic bidding on peas and carrots.) 

With their daily auctions, eBay has brought a 

worldwide market to the local individual yearning 

for that ―win‖ of something special at a bargain 

price. 

There are over 130 million concurrent listings on 

eBay at any one time. With the help of a computer 

and the Internet, a bidder can find almost anything 

he or she can imagine.  In 2008, over 60 billion 

dollars of payment volume went through PayPal, 

an online payment system. 

How does eBay work?   The Friends generally list 

books one of three ways:  Seven-day auction, Buy 

it Now, or Make an Offer.  The seven-day auction 

is easy to understand. For a seven-day period, a 

participant has the opportunity to bid against other 

participants with the highest price over the reserve 

price winning. ‗Buy it Now‘ is just that—with one 

click a participant buys the book.  In the final 

category, a participant makes an offer after he or 

she evaluates the Buy it Now price; the highest 

bidder owns the book. 

To add to a personal library or to find an original 

gift, enter http://store.auctiva.com/bonlivros into 

your browser and a list of the books the Friends 

currently offer on eBay will appear.  We try to 

keep about ten books listed at all times. 

Any shipping fee can be waived if the buyer picks 

up the book at the library. 

The next time you are at your computer visit eBay to 

view our unique book offerings.   We do not offer 

any ―peas and carrots‖ books on our site.  In 

addition, just as in the Book Nook, we price our 

books well below market value.  In all ways our 

eBay site provides a ―winning‖ experience.  

P.S. I will be away during February, so no books 

will be listed on Ebay during that month! 

John Treleaven 

President 

 

 

  

continued from page 1 

FROM THE BOOK NOOK 

 

 OUR WINTER SALE is now behind us, the display tables 

are cleared, the decorations are down and the leftover 

books have been sorted for storage, donation or disposal.  

Although we had a pretty good month, all things 

considered, final sales fell short of our usual total, probably 

around 25%.  Looks like everyone is feeling the pinch of 

the present economic situation.   

 

WE RECENTLY took part in a survey done by the Friends 

of Connecticut Libraries (FOCL) with regard to book sales.  

The results were presented by FOCL in a recent workshop 

and confirmed the fact that book sales are one of the main 

activities and sources of funds for Friends groups.  They 

noted that 72 groups also reported on-going book sales that 

vary from a few shelves in the library to full time used 

bookstores.   

 

Limited storage is a common problem, especially when 

preparing for a once-a-year large sale.  We started out that 

way, storing books in the basement of a local bank.  All 

books were boxed and each box had to be categorized and 

numbered so that when sale time came around you knew 

exactly into what section it belonged.  The logistics for 

running a one-time sale are enormous and you need lots of 

room and lots of muscle! 

 

THE BOOK NOOK‘s on-going book sale does not only 

financially support the Watertown Library Association, but 

it is a gift to our town and its surrounding areas, too.  We 

are reminded almost daily of how grateful our shoppers are 

that we are in business.  We have a customer list of almost 

600 and this does not take into account cash or walk-in 

continued on page 3 

http://store.auctiva.com/bonlivros
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SAVE 

THE DATE!  

 

The Spring Luncheon 

will be held on 

Thursday May 6th ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

continued from page 2 

Friends enjoying the Holiday Luncheon 

New Schedule for the  

FEBRUARY LECTURE SERIES –  

MOVED TO APRIL! 

 

The February Lecture Series this year will not be 

until APRIL. The Board decided to try the month 

of April this year for the lecture series to see if the 

attendance might go up. With the winter weather 

and people going away to escape the snow, ice and 

cold, we decided that April might be a better time 

of year.  

We will be having three lectures during April and 

the fourth will be at our Spring Luncheon. Look 

for news in the March Newsletter about the 

programs that I am working on right now. Hope to 

see all of you then. 
 

Linda Merriman 

customers.  

 

AS YOU MAY KNOW there have been a lot of recent 

physical changes in the book store. Insurance 

regulations made it necessary to consolidate most of 

the store into the larger room, the former Gallery, and 

out of the lobby areas and away from some doorways.  

 

We are now in the process of renovating the old 

magazine room for our storage and work area and 

moving parts of our office into the smaller of the back 

rooms.  Fairly soon, new shelving will be added to the 

main room to accommodate books moved from other 

areas.  All this will take some time and planning. So, 

please bear with us as we work to make our bookstore 

even better than ever.  

 

We are once again accepting book donations during 

library hours.  When you are getting your donation 

bags and boxes ready, please keep in mind the 

objective of the Book Nook – to offer quality used 

books to the public.   

  

Queenie Mraz 

Book Nook 

 

A book is the only place in which you can examine a 

fragile thought without breaking it, or explore an 

explosive idea without fear it will go off in your face.  It 

is one of the few havens remaining where a man’s mind 

can get both provocation and privacy. 
---Edward P. Morgan 

 

Announcing a new schedule and format for the 

Friends Forum Newsletter! 

There will be several changes over the next few 

months to the Friends Forum. Some of them are: 

8 Increasing the publication – Bi-monthly 

for 6 newsletters a year. 

8 Offering the newsletter on the website 

and emailed directly to your email inbox.  

8 A handy calendar with events listed for 

you and room to add your own.  

Please let us know in the coming months how we 

can best serve your need for information. Email 

Cindy Eastman at cleastman@gmail.com with 

your thoughts and comments and put Friends 

Forum in the Subject line. Thanks!  

mailto:cleastman@gmail.com
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News from ALTAFF 
On February 1, 2009 Friends of Libraries U.S.A. 

(FOLUSA) and the Association for Library Trustees and 

Advocates (ALTA) joined forces to become an expanded 

division of ALA. The new organization will be called the 

Association of Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends and 

Foundations, or ALTAFF for short. 

 
ALTAFF Forms National 
Partnership with Paula Poundstone  

Emmy-award winning comedian Paula 

Poundstone will help raise awareness for Friends 

of the Library groups as national spokesperson 

with the Association of Library Trustees, 

Advocates, Friends and Foundations (ALTAFF), 

a division of ALA with approximately 5,000 

Friends of Library, Trustee, Foundation and 

individual members and affiliates representing 

hundreds of thousands of library supporters.  

The ―Wait, Wait…Don‘t Tell Me!‖ 

panelist, mother of three, and author of There‘s 

Nothing in This Book That I Meant to Say 

(Harmony Books, a division of Random House, 

with foreword by Mary Tyler Moore) will 

continue to lend her name, voice, and humor to 

help Friends groups around the country promote 

themselves and their libraries, building off a 

successful partnership between Poundstone and 

the former FOLUSA.  

  ―It‘s funny that we think of libraries as 

quiet demure places where we are shushed by 

dusty, bun-balancing, bespectacled women,‖ 

said Poundstone. ―The truth is libraries are 

raucous clubhouses for free speech, controversy 

and community. Librarians have stood up to the 

Patriot Act, sat down with noisy toddlers and 

reached out to illiterate adults. Libraries can 

never be shushed.‖ 

Poundstone is further supporting libraries 

by partnering with promoters and the local 

Friends organization in towns and cities where 

she performs. There will be a display table 

available at each location especially for Friends 

to promote their group and gain new members. 

An announcement at each performance will 

encourage audience members to learn more 

about their local organizations.  
 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/altaff/about/news/poun

dstone/index.cfm 

Library Hours: 
Main Branch: 
Tue, Wed & Thur: 10am to 8pm  
Friday: 10am to 5pm  
Saturday: 10am to 4pm 
Closed on Sunday & Monday 
 
Oakville Branch: 
Tue &Wed: 9am to 5pm  
Thursday: 9am to 1pm 

Three Questions for… 

New Business Member 

    Angelo Farenga ~ Lifeworks 

 
What is Lifeworks and what do you do?  
Lifeworks is my psychotherapy practice in 

Watertown. We offer individual and family therapy to 

Children, Adults, Couples and Families. Our services 

also include Supervised Visits and Therapeutic 

Supervised Visits which can help children have 

ongoing contact with a separated parent.  

We have a website that anyone can visit for more 

information. (http://lifeworksnow.org/)  
 

Why Watertown?  
Because I live in town and it allows me to see people 

from Litchfield County as well as from the towns 

surrounding Waterbury.   I like living and working in 

Watertown because of the small town benefits and 

conveniences of having shops available nearby as well 

as the Post Office, movie theater, restaurants – and the 

Library!  I also like that we are on a bus line that 

provides service for people who do not have a car. 

 

Why did you choose to become a Friend of the 

Library?  
I joined the library because I want to support the 

benefits it provides to the community and I use their 

resources frequently.  I encourage parents to plan 

library trips with their kids and use the free resources 

as a way of building positive/special time with their 

kids.  Rewarding children with personal time with 

their parents by going to library to choose books to 

take home or read together is a free or low cost option 

for many parents and it encourages a child‘s natural 

curiosity and interests.  

  

http://lifeworksnow.org/
http://lifeworksnow.org/
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JANUARY 2010 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

    1   New Year‘s 

Day 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18  MLK Day 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

FEBRUARY 2010 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

1 2 

Groundhog‘s 

Day! 

3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Valentine‘s Day  

15 

President‘s 

Day 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Find us on the Web!  

Web site  http://www.watertownlibrary.org/ 

EMAIL: wtnfriends@sbcglobal.net 

ñIf you havenôt been to your library lately, youôre overdue.ò - Paula Poundstone  
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NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS BOOK GROUP  

 

With book in hand, I entered the Oakville Branch of 

the library on a December afternoon. Although I have 

not been a regular at the meetings of the Friends 

Reading Group because of other commitments, the 

entire group welcomed me as I sat in the cheerful room 

filled with holiday decorations. Coffee and cookies 

graced a small table where some of the regular 

members gathered.  Soon Robin Osborne signaled the 

start of the meeting that provided background on 

William Trevor, the author, interesting reactions to his 

work, The Story of Lucy Gault, and personal 

reflections on the topics introduced in the novel.  This 

dialogue was far from the boring academic discussion 

indicated by the name ―reading group‖; it was a vibrant 

revelation of insightful reading and thoughtful 

reactions to Trevor‘s prose. In addition, no members of 

reading group felt pressured to speak.  Those who were 

listeners by nature were allowed to enjoy the 

presentation; those who enjoyed sharing ideas spoke 

freely.  The feeling of camaraderie filled the room. 

 

In January, the group discussed The Guernsey Literary 

and Potato Peel Society by Shaffer and Barrows.  

Upon meeting a friend who attended the meeting 

(commitments, again), I asked about the meeting.  She 

explained that she thoroughly enjoyed Robin‘s format 

for discussing the book, a reflection of the problems 

faced in World War II by the residents of the Guernsey 

Islands. In addition, she mentioned that she was 

moved by the personal commentaries involving life in 

Europe during the war.  Again the facilitator and the 

group made the selection more than just printed pages; 

they made both the characters and the ideas come 

alive. 

 

On February 2, the reading group will meet to discuss 

People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks. The novel 

introduces Hannah Heath, a rare book expert who 

restores one of the earliest Jewish religious volumes to 

be illuminated with images.  In the process of 

restoration, she finds clues to the guardians of the 

book and their whereabouts.  The book‘s history is 

revealed through a series of fascinating short stories.  

A complex love story, thrilling mystery, and a vivid 

history lesson, this book should offer an opportunity 

for animated discussion by the Friends Reading 

Group. 

 

Upcoming selections are: 

March 2 - Blessings by Anna Quindlen; 

April 6 - A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest Gaines; 

May 4 - My Antonia by Willa Cather,  

June 8 - Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout 

Whether a listener or a speaker, you are welcome to 

share a cup of coffee and fresh insights about a 

literary work with the Friends Reading Group. 

 

  

 

 

  


